Cineraria

(Cineraria lyratiformis native to southern Africa – common name African marigold)

Description:
Cineraria is a highly invasive weed of roadsides, pastures, riparian
areas and moist gullies - will spread into bushland.

Daisy-like herb (<1m) similar to and can
be confused with St John’s Wort and
Fireweed.

Why the need to eradicate Cineraria as soon as possible?

Flowers: Bright yellow flowers
(3-5 cm), erect woody stems (< 1 m).
flowering October - April

Cineraria is a highly invasive and rapidly spreading weed in the
Mudgee/Rylstone region that will take over pastures and bushland
within a few years. While referred to as an annual it behaves as a
perennial in this region. Seeds are readily spread by wind and water
and will germinate even during frosts. It prefers moist disturbed sites.
No impacts on livestock health have been recorded however it can
reportedly taint milk and other products. Declared Noxious Weeds
NSW - Class 4 Noxious Weed Mid-Western Regional Council

Leaves: Adult – oblong, lobes ‘toothed’
(1.5 - 8cm)
Juvenile - seedlings small round
serrated geranium- like leaves (<3cm)
Roots: Shallow spreading fibrous root
system, harbours smaller emerging
seedlings.

Control Methods:
Effective control requires prompt
action to prevent or reduce seed
production and dispersal.

Slashing & Cutting: Successful for
reducing seed production if carried
out prior to flowering.

Chemical Use: No registered
herbicides for Cineraria control.

Grazing: Controlled high intensity
grazing prior to flowering
suppresses seed production (sheep
recommended). Individual plants can
be removed by hand

Trial for control and treatment
undertaken at Wombat Gully (nr
Rylstone) using selected weedicides
prior to flowering through to autumn
(once per year to reduce resistance).
Required follow-up treatments for a
number of years and vigilant ongoing
monitoring as aggressive seedling
germination quickly become larger
infestations if left untreated. Requires
moisture to germinate, suppressed
during drought but responds quickly
to rains.

Competition: Cineraria prefers
disturbed areas. Seed germination
can be suppressed using vigorous
competitive pasture and heavy
mulch.
Biological Control: Currently none
known
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Fire: Not recommended as aids the
spread of air borne seeds
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